Downtown Master Plan
INTRODUCTION
The City of Aubrey undertook a Comprehensive
Planning effort in 2015 that is a proactive guide for
the city’s long-term growth. One of the community’s
priorities identified in this planning effort is to build
on the historic context and emerging success of
Aubrey’s downtown. Aubrey residents recognize that
their downtown is an authentic place that speaks to
the area’s history and needs to be preserved and
enhanced as the city grows.
This Downtown Master Plan establishes an integrated
vision for Aubrey’s downtown –- both its public
improvements and private development potential.
In addition this plan also provides the community a
set of priorities and implementation tools to realize
this vision. This illustrative exhibit provides a visual
summary of the key elements of the Downtown
Master Plan as proposed.

4. REINVENT MAIN STREET
Improve Main Street to better accommodate parking
and pedestrian activity. Utilize angled parking
interspersed by street trees to help visually narrow
the street. Provide wider, continuous sidewalks
with well-defined crosswalks consisting of stamped
concrete or asphalt.

COMMON ELEMENTS
1. PRESERVE HISTORIC BLOCK
Unlike many other communities in the area, Aubrey
already has a historic downtown with fine examples
of authentic “Main Street” buildings. This historic
block is downtown Aubrey’s best asset and it should
be preserved, enhanced, and showcased as a model
for redevelopment.

C. EXPANDED PARK
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5. ROUNDABOUT
A roundabout is recommended at the intersection of
Main Street/FM 428 and Sherman. Roundabouts
keep traffic moving while simultaneously slowing
vehicles to safer speeds. The roundabout also
becomes a placemaking element that establishes
an important gateway into Downtown Aubrey. While
the intersection seems to be a good candidate
for a roundabout, the idea needs further study to
determine its feasibility.

The proposed Downtown Master Plan concepts
shown here are only illustrative in nature. They are
intended to depict a couple of possible ways public
improvements and private redevelopment could
occur based on accepted urban design principles,
existing context, and community input. The goal of the
illustrative plans is to provide decision makers and
private ownership interests more clarity on the intent
of the Downtown Master Plan recommendations.
Further, two Master Plan options are presented in
addition to several elements that are common to
both options. The first option moves the park from
its current location south of Mulberry Street to the
block north between Commerce and Mulberry. In
this option, the park functions more as an active
“Central Square”. The second option keeps the park
at its current location and expands it to include the
corner of Plum and Main Street. In this option, the
park functions as an active park and public green.
Details of the two options are presented below in this
summary document and discussed further in the
Downtown Master Plan report.

EXPANDED PARK OPTION

CENTRAL SQUARE OPTION
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A small plaza is proposed that angles toward Sherman
Street. A sign or sculpture may be incorporated to
establish a gateway to the downtown.
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Image showing desired character and some of the
design elements of a Central Square.

With the relocation of the park one block north
between Mulberry and Commerce Street, it
positions the open space directly across from the
historic block of Main Street. In this option the park
functions as an active Central Square with a more
formal design and arrangement of buildings around
it. This Central Square then frames the crown jewel
of Downtown while providing an opportunity for
new private development along at least two of its
sides. The Central Square is proposed to have a
new bandstand on one end for concert events and
a shade structure around the perimeter that can
also accommodate farmer’s market stalls.

6. GATEWAY
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B. NEW DEVELOPMENT
New development around the Central Square could
be a mix of civic/public, residential townhome, livework, retail, and office use buildings. It is important
that the square be surrounded by two to three story
buildings to help frame the square more formally.
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A. CENTRAL SQUARE

Image showing desired roundabout at the intersection
of FM 428 and Main Street.
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A new bandstand is proposed to replace the existing
one and a terraced lawn that takes advantage of the
natural slope of the site is recommended for informal
seating at concert events.
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Image showing desired
character of possible water
feature or splash park in the
Expanded Park Option.
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7. “PEANUT GALLERY”
The old peanut drying facility is an important part
of Aubrey’s history and should be repurposed as a
destination restaurant, museum, or combination
of uses that would preserve the character of the
landmark and be a vital mixed-use anchor for
Downtown Aubrey.

A “destination playground” is proposed to bring
families downtown. A water feature/splash park
could also be incorporated with this playground.

D. BANDSTAND
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In this option, the existing park is proposed to be
improved and expanded at its current location,
incorporating the residential lot at the corner of
Main and Plum Street. This park would take on the
character of a “Town Green” with a more informal
arrangement of landscaping and looser definition
along its edges. Better lighting, seating, and possibly
restroom facilities were recommended based on
stakeholder input.

E. PLAYGROUND

CENTRAL SQUARE OPTION

EXPANDED PARK OPTION

8. COMPATIBLE REDEVELOPMENT
As downtown Aubrey gains momentum, properties
adjacent to the core area may be candidates for
redevelopment. New buildings in the downtown area
should be designed at or close to the sidewalk and
reinforce the character of the historic block of Main
Street.

Image showing desired character of new development
in Downtown.

9. COMPATIBLE USES
View of Historic Block of Main Street.

2. EXTEND “STREET WALL” ALONG MAIN
STREET

Given that there are many fine older houses on rather
large lots, some consideration should be given to
expanding the allowable uses in close proximity to
downtown. These might include uses such as bed
and breakfast inns, or professional offices.

Extend the character of the existing historic block
to the north to Sherman/FM 428 by designing
new buildings with similar materials, building
configuration (e.g., buildings close to the street with
an arcade along the front) and scale, as the existing
historic block.

12. STREET IMPROVEMENTS
Wherever possible and when improvements are
made to downtown streets, they should incorporate
parallel parking along with sidewalks and streetscape
treatments such as lighting and street trees. In
addition to supplying much needed public parking,
the parked cars act as a protective buffer between
moving traffic and pedestrians on the sidewalk.

Image showing desired character of the informal
“Town Green” in the Expanded Park Option.

14. MAINTAIN ALLEYS
Alleys are an important part of downtown
infrastructure. Alleys provide a place for service and
parking access including trash collection, grease
traps, deliveries and overhead electrical utilities. It
is important for each downtown block to have an
alley for these utilitarian functions and maintaining
existing alley rights-of-way will be important to the
future growth of downtown.

3. PASEO
A pedestrian passage, also known as a “paseo” is
proposed to connect the shared parking lot with
Main Street businesses. The paseo can become an
attractive setting for outdoor cafe dining.

View of an existing historic home near Downtown Aubrey
with potential for adaptive reuse to a compatible use
such as a bed and breakfast establishment.

10. BIKE/PEDESTRIAN TRAIL
A proposed multi-use trail (bike/pedestrian/
equestrian) along Sherman/FM 428 (or a parallel
connector street) could provide a safe non-vehicular
path between the downtown neighborhoods and
Aubrey Middle School to the west.

11. FUTURE CONNECTIONS

View of intended character of the paseo.

Image showing desired character of a “destination
playground” in the Expanded Park Option.

Given the fact that there exist ample agricultural land
to the immediate west of downtown that may, in time,
be developed, a new connection via an extension of
Mulberry Street, or other east/west streets should
be considered. Such a facility may include a multiuse trail in lieu of or in addition to one along FM 428/
Sherman Drive.

15. EVENT PARKING
View of typical streetscape improvements desired in
Downtown Aubrey.

13. SHARED PARKING
Shared parking allows downtown visitors to “park
once and walk” to most downtown destinations. A
shared parking lot is proposed to the west of Main
Street to address an immediate need for more
parking. Parking lots should be located behind
buildings along Main Street, and screened along
other streets.

VIEW OF MAIN STREET LOOKING SOUTH FROM SHERMAN DRIVE (CENTRAL
SQUARE OPTION)

Event parking is proposed for the area adjacent to
the railroad tracks. This parking area could also be
used as a venue for a monthly “Trade Days” event.
It may be paved with pervious materials and may
incorporate low-impact design elements such as bioswales and rain gardens.
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